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NST Newsletter
Spring/Summer 2017The purpose of North State Together is to increase community  

vitality through local solutions within a regional support framework.

Advisory Board Meeting

Road Tripping

We’ve had a busy spring, and have hit the ground running. We were excited to have our very first North State Together 
Advisory Board Meeting. Our newly formed Advisory Board met at Shasta College on Monday, March 6 from 10:00-
11:30. We were joined by the following:

• Kate Grissom and Kathy Garcia, from Expect More Tehama
• Jim Cloney and Hope Seth, from Reach Higher Shasta
• Nancy deHalas, from the Shasta College Foundation
• Kelly Salter, from The McConnell Foundation
• Lianne Richelieu-Boren, from College Options, Inc.
• Jerry Hight, from Chico State University
• Martie Hagarty and Kermith Walters, who joined us via phone from the Siskiyou County Office of Education
• Sarah Supahan, who joined us via phone from the Trinity County Office of Education.  

This kick off meeting allowed us to review the Bylaws, MOUs, Job Descriptions and Data Sharing Terms and Conditions.  
It also gave us a chance to share some of the progress being made in our various service areas.

The NST team has been busy, visiting school board 
meetings, school sites and county Offices of Education 
to explain who we are and what we do! In the past few 
months, we have traveled to meetings and/or events at:

• The Shasta County Office of Education 
• Junction Elementary 
• Cascade Union Elementary 
• Cottonwood Elementary 
• Chico State University
• The Redding School District 
• The Shasta Union School District 
• The Igo Ono School District 
• French Gulch-Whiskeytown Elementary
• The Siskiyou County Office of Education 
• College of the Siskiyous

We look forward to traveling to Trinity County this 
summer, and hopefully Modoc County soon as well!



Partner Happenings

We have been busy joining some of our local county 
collaboratives at their activities, including:

Expect More 2.0
A special design session for Expect More Tehama, 
which was held on March 30 from 10-3 at the Gaia 
Hotel in Anderson. This was a time for the committee 
members and various stakeholders to meet with a 
facilitator and work to revisit their organizational plan 
and structure. 

Reach Higher Shasta Summit
This summit was held on March 30 from 4-5 at The 
McConnell Foundation. Representatives from Reach 
Higher Shasta’s various subcommittees were available 
to explain their work, and representatives from the 
Carnegie Foundation were also present.

Chico State University
As we join with Chico State University to work 
together on the Rural Schools Collaborative, we 
attended meetings with faculty from both institutions. 
In May, we had the opportunity to travel to French 
Gulch-Whiskeytown elementary school with Ann 
Schulte from Chico State and Ryan Fowler from the 
New Teacher Project and awarded the school with 
a “Grants in Place” award from the Rural Schools 
Collaborative. It was inspirational to see what the 
staff have created for their small but mighty school. 

Rural Schools Collaborative
We were excited to be highlighted on the Rural Schools 
Collaborative website, as they announced the Far 
Northern California Hub:
The Rural Schools Collaborative (RSC) is proud to 
announce the establishment of the Chico State-North 
State Together Hub, which will serve far northern 
California. The primary partners in this new venture 
are California State University, Chico and North State 
Together. The new hub's key point people are Ann Schulte 
and Kevin O'Rorke (pictured above). Ann is a Professor of 
Education at California State University, Chico, and Kevin 
serves as the Assistant Superintendent / Vice President 
of Student Services at Shasta College, and is the CEO 
of North State Together. This new hub will serve far 
northern California communities in the following ways:

• The hub will be a vehicle for organizing and   
 sharing the “transformational” work being done  
 in the region by the Chico State-North State   
 Together partnership.
• RSC will “connect” the far northern California  
 hub to other regional hubs through a small and  
 lean national operations office with a strong   
 emphasis on social marketing.
• By and large, the work of RSC will occur within the  
 context of this California hub and other regional  
 hub partners.

Through the hub, RSC and the Chico State-North State 
Together partnership will work together to create, fund, 
and share innovative work and activity.
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Partner Happenings

Expect More 
Tehama
Our neighbors to the 
south are currently 
working on updating 
a special binder of job 
descriptions for those 
working on the board 
in specific focus areas 
as well as a few general 
ones, like marketing. 

They are also working on a 2-year plan, based mostly 
on our recent planning session and our past list of key 
initiatives. These will be presented at a special dinner 
meeting in June where they hope to enlist a few more 
bodies, and launch their new chapter.
Thier Senior Send-Off event is scheduled for June 15th 
at Carlino’s Event Center (at Rolling Hills Casino) from 
6-8pm. This event is for graduating high school seniors, 
their parents/guardians and also includes a few speakers 
and college kids home for the summer. Justin Henry from 
Red Bluff High and a representative from CSUC will be 
there to share their stories and tips with the kids. Dinner 
is provided.
Summer Activity Guide: The guide is being printed and 
they’ll have 3200 of them this week! They are targeting 
K-3 for distribution as well as the library, a few agencies, 
etc. Sadly, the county is losing activities, not gaining 
them. Next year, Expect More’s war cry will be: “We Own 
Summer!”
The Fair and the Maker Showcase: A group met with 
the Fair Manager last month and Syerra and Rich from 
the Dept. of Education to lay out a plan for the Maker 
Showcase that takes place during the fair. There will be 
a great variety of Maker Activities including Rhinestone 
Making, Pancake Art, Fidget Spinners, Brain Games & 
Science Challenges (with Lukas Kennedy, the wonderful 
physics teacher at Red Bluff High School) and Scott 
Chandler’s Famous Paper Rockets and Maker Breaker 
Challenge. These events take place over four days. 
Volunteers have been lined up. It’s good to go!
ACEs Media Training: Kathy Garcia joined a team from 
Tehama County to attend an ACE’s Media workshop 
in Oroville in May. “ACEs” comes from the CDC-Kaiser 

Reach Higher Shasta
The RHS group reports that they have five main 
objectives for their Early Literacy Work for the coming 
year:
They are working to put the final touches on the 
Kindergarten Task Force's work on an end of year reading 
fluency measure for their county kinders.
They piloted an assessment for the second year and 
are going to work on making it their solid tool of 
measurement.
They are also working on growing the learning of the 
Gates grant by training all of their K-2 teachers across the 
county on the new Basic Phonics Skills Test and how to 
utilize this new data for targeted reading instruction.
They are going to work with Shasta Early Literacy Project 
and First 5 Shasta on coordinating Summer Slump 
activities. 
Lastly, they are working on a series for administrators and 
leaders across the county on what the county-wide data 
looks like and how to use it at their site.
The Early Childhood Education subcommittee is 
working on revisions to the Next Stop Kindergarten 
guide and creating versions for younger aged children. 
They are also working on continued efforts for the 
Kindergarten Readiness Snapshot app and validation. 
They are continuing to help inform the Quality Rating 
Improvement System and the efforts in helping parents 
understand the importance of quality child care.

Adverse Childhood Experiences Study, a groundbreaking 
public health study that discovered that childhood 
trauma leads to the adult onset of chronic diseases, 
depression and other mental illness, violence and being 
a victim of violence. The Kidsdata.org people were there 
and they use a lot of their information in their reports. 
They are working to launch an ACEs training for all new 
teachers in August that also includes how to self-care for 
secondary trauma to the teachers themselves. 
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Check Us Out Online!
We are excited to announce the publication of our new 
website—northstatetogether.org. Please visit us online to 
view our latest news, events calendar, success indicators, 
information about and links to our county collaboratives, 
blog posts and more! 

Improvement Science
In late March, the Backbone team was able to attend 
the Carnegie Foundation Summit on Improvement in 
Education, in San Francisco. This three-day event brought 
together over a thousand educators from throughout the 
world to discuss innovative approaches to research and 
development. We were also able to participate in pre-
conference courses, learning the basics of improvement 
science, how to organize Networked Improvement 
Communities, and digging into how data is used to 
measure and contribute to improvement. We look 
forward to sharing this information with educators in the 
North State, and hope to provide training opportunities 
to them as well.

Partnerships
We’re happy to have entered into Memorandums of 
Agreement with the following:

National Student Clearinghouse: This partnership will 
allow us to obtain valuable data for our local partners.

Rural Schools Collaborative: We will be partnering 
with Chico State University to serve as a Hub for Far 
Northern California, further enhancing the Rural Schools 
Collaborative mission. We will work together to create, 
fund, and share innovative work and activity. We’re 
excited to travel to Kansas City, MO this summer to meet 
with members of the collaborative and discuss how we 
can best serve rural schools.


